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Editor’s Exclusive
CLAIRE BARNARDO

Happy Birthday,
Neighbourhood!
This issue marks our first birthday and
an entire year since we launched. And
what a year it has been – certainly one of
the busiest and most interesting rollercoaster rides that I’ve ever been on.
As a tribute to the last year we decided to
publish Neighbourhood in numbers and
quotes so you can catch a glimpse of exactly
what we’ve achieved. Thank you for being
part of our journey and keep on reading.
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In good
spirits
Not only is Distillery 031 Durban’s first craft
distillery, but it’s a unique venue too
WORDS: JENNA KELLY
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LEAH, ART DIRECTOR

I’ll never forget seeing
that first issue of
Neighbourhood and the feeling
of pride I had in seeing all our
hard work pay off. I’m so happy
to be part of the team that
every week puts together five
great publications.

I remember first
putting together
the strategy for the
Neighbourhood website
and social media a few
months before we
launched. What an
incredible experience to
see it all come alive!
This has been the
highlight of my career
thus far.

Unit G04, Old Castle Brewery Bldg
6 Beach Road, Woodstock
Cape Town, 087 828 0423

This intimate restaurant and bar area
allows patrons to get a taste of these
locally produced spirits, as well as
top-notch mezzes, meals and cocktails.
Surrounded by the working distillery,
customers are treated to contemporary
food created by husband and wife duo,
Jordan and Nat Semple. These UKtrained chefs are renowned for their
adventurous menus and take care in
sourcing local ingredients to create
meals that complement the restaurant’s
selection of signature cocktails.
By raising the stakes with the addition
of two international chefs, Distillery 031
also made sure to offer the best cocktails
by bringing on board mixologist
Jason Andrew. He’s responsible for
shaking and stirring up a range of
refreshingly original cocktail mixes
(using home-made spirits, of course).
The cherry on the top of this perfect
blend of good food and drink has to
be the live music at Distillery 031
every first Thursday of the month.
Known as The Still Sessions, the
venue has opened its doors to
a variety of local acts including
Dan Patlansky and Ildo Nandja.
The 031 Bar & Restaurant is open
Thursday to Saturday for lunch (noon to
3pm) and dinner (6pm to 10pm). You can
check out The Still Sessions on the first
floor of The Foundry, 43 Station Drive.

LAUREN, ONLINE EDITOR

Doors open at 6.30pm and tickets
are just R70 and available at
webtickets.co.za and at Pick n Pay.

SEE FOR YOURSELF:
Distillery 031
087 941 4540
facebook.com/distillery031

* Figures correct at the
time of going to print
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Over the past
year, I’ve gotten
more pleasure out of
Neighbourhood than any
other brand. Bringing
neighbourhoods and
communities alive in print
has been both fun and
rewarding.
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y definition, a distillery is a place
where spirits are manufactured.
However, Distillery 031 is so
much more than that. Opening its
doors late last year in the Station Drive
Precinct, Distillery 031 started out
by creating a range of independent,
Durban-distilled, limited-edition
artisan spirits including vodka, gin
and absinthe as well as accompanying
cordials such as all-natural tonic water.
Since then, Durban entrepreneur and
independent distiller Andrew Ral has
opened the venue up to the public with
the addition of the 031 Bar & Restaurant.
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